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Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s) 

That the Community Governance Review Working Group: 

1. Confirms the scope of the next stage of further consultation with residents of 
neighbouring parishes and Parish Councils to the currently unparished area of 
Grantham in respect of a proposed boundary for the proposed new parish of 
Grantham. 

2. Defers reconsideration of the Terms of Reference in relation to the timeline for the 
Community Governance Review until the requirements of the consultation process 
set out in 1 above have been developed, mapped out and agreed by the Working 
Group.  
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1 The Background to the Report 

1.1 Full Council, at its meeting on 26 May 2022, agreed in principle to the establishment of a 

Parish Council for Grantham, subject to undertaking further consultation with residents of 

neighbouring parishes and Parish Councils to consider its boundary. 

1.2 Full Council also noted that the Community Governance Review Working Group will 

reconsider the Terms of Reference in relation to the timeline for the review and give due 

consideration to the format and process of the next stage of the consultation. 

1.3 The purpose of this report is to confirm a scope for the next stage of the consultation, 

which will consist of engagement with residents of neighbouring parishes to the currently 

unparished area of Grantham, together with respective Parish Councils. 

1.4 It is recommended that reconsideration of the review’s Terms of Reference be deferred 

until the scope of this consultation process is finalised and can be properly incorporated 

into a revised timetable and Terms of Reference. 

2 Scoping of Consultation 

2.1 The outcome of the consultation process undertaken earlier this year, whilst providing a 

clear preference as to whether or not a Parish or Town Council should be established, did 

not necessarily provide the Working Group or Full Council with a strong enough mandate 

with which to make proposals regarding a boundary for a new Parish or Town Council for 

Grantham. 

2.2 Appendix 1 to the report outlines the currently unparished area of Grantham. 

2.3 Appendix 2 to the report outlines the existing district council boundaries, parish 

boundaries, sites where planning permission is permitted for development and areas of 

land allocated for housing. 

2.4 Based upon previous considerations of the Working Group and feedback received as part 

of the first consultation process, a key element of the further consultation with residents 

and Parish Councils is the location of the boundary, taking into account growth areas and 

development sites which may or may not wish to be considered as part of the town of 

Grantham as opposed to their existing parishes. 

2.5 It is recommended that the Working Group at its meeting on 12 July 2022 discusses those 

growth and development areas on the periphery of the existing ward boundary and 

identifies which residents it may wish to engage with as part of the further consultation 

process. 

2.6 The use of drop-in sessions or workshops in the communities identified would be an 

appropriate forum by which to engage directly with residents and confirm their views on 

the location of a proposed boundary for Grantham. This would provide opportunities for 

questions to be raised and answers provided, which cannot necessarily be achieved via a 

formal consultation document. Residents could also be asked a range of specific 

questions which could be facilitated via an informal survey or ballot. If this was something 

the Working Group wished to explore, consideration would need to be given to wording of 

the questions proposed to be asked. An example of a question could be: 

“Do you consider yourself a resident of Grantham or a resident of a parish or village?” 

2.7 In order to ensure that the drop-in sessions or workshops are targeted to the specific 

residents identified by the Working Group, a letter could be sent solely to those properties 

inviting them to attend. 



 
 

2.8 Engagement with Parish Councils will also form an essential part of this further 

consultation process. It is therefore recommended that Officers contact all Parish Councils 

on the periphery of the currently unparished area of Grantham, requesting attendance at a 

future meeting to present and explain the Community Governance Review process and 

seek their views as to a potential location for the boundary of Grantham. 

3 Reasons for the Recommendation (s) 

 The Working Group is asked to consider and confirm the scoping of the next stage of 

further consultation in order that this can be developed and feed into a revised Terms of 

Reference for the review. 

4 Financial Implications  

4.1 A budget of £20,000 was approved as part of the 2022/23 budget setting to facilitate the 

Community Governance Review. Approximately £14,100 of this budget has been 

allocated to date for the first stage of the consultation. Therefore, the remainder of the 

budgeted allocation will need to support this additional consultation activity, together with 

subsequent formal consultation required as part of the Community Governance Review 

process.   

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Chief Finance Officer  

5 Legal and Governance Implications  

5.1 The Community Governance Review is being conducted in accordance with the provisions 

of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 (the 2007 Act) and 

statutory guidance issued in 2010 by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 

Government and the Local Government Boundary Commission for England. 

5.2 Section 93 of the 2007 Act requires Councils to ensure that community governance within 

the area under review will be reflective of the identities and interests of the community in 

the area and be effective and convenient.   

5.3 Where a review is conducted as a result of a community governance application or 

petition, section 93(8) of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 

requires the review to be completed within 12 months.  This requirement does not 

however apply where a Council has taken the decision to undertake a review. 

Legal Implications reviewed by: Graham Watts, Assistant Director of Governance 

and Deputy Monitoring Officer 

6 Background Papers 

6.1 Report to Full Council – 26 May 2022 

https://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=261&MId=4131&Ver

=4 

7 Appendices 

7.1 Appendix 1 – Map of the existing unparished Grantham area boundary with neighbouring 

parishes 

7.2 Appendix 2 – Map of the development sites, Grantham District Ward boundaries and 

neighbouring parishes 
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